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Have your Ss look at the picture.
Convey the meaning and try to elicit the
word. Then practice the pronunciation
chorally and individually.
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Have your Ss look atf the picture.
Convey the meaning and try to elicit the
word. Then practice the pronunciation
chorally and individually.
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altruism: the practice of caring about the needs of others before dealing with your own

a donation: money or items that you give to help others
a sacrifice: something that you decide not to have or do so that something more

important can happen
constant: happening all the time
humanity: people in general
1. If we want to have money for a vacation next summer, we need to make some

during the year.

makes people feel happier. It's nice

2. Many studies have found that
to help others.

3. Thatboy isin
4. We learn about
Every month, | make a small

motion. He never sits down!
by studying people from different cultures.

to a local charity.
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Have your Ss preview the text and answer the task. If necessary provide enough explanation about how to preview the text.

PREVIEW Look at the title and the pictures. What do you think the book is about?

Book Review:

Strangers

Drowning
L8 .8 8 & ¢

Reviewer: Ken Barton



Have your Ss listen to the audio and answer the question. Check the answers in class

>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>>

Why does the writer thlnk
people should read this book?

alt dlscusses |mportant |deas about humanity.
b. It explains what is wrong with extreme altruists.
c. It tells interesting stories about heroic acts.

-
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Book Review:

Strangers

Drowning
8.6 .6 .6 ¢

Reviewer: Ken Barton

A man gives so much of his salary to the poor that he has to look through
garbage bins to feed himself. A middle-class couple with two children
adopts 20 more, many of them with special needs. A woman donates her
kidney to a total stranger. These people are extreme altruists. They don't

5 just make a small monthly donation or volunteer every other week. They

make serious, often life-long, sacrifices to help others, and they are the
subject of Larissa MacFarquhar’s book Strangers Drowning.

The title of this book may make you think of a hero who jumps into a river
to rescue a drowning stranger, but extreme altruism is not the same as a
one-time action. Most of us can understand why people do something
heroic in an emergency. It's much harder to understand people who
choose to make constant sacrifices. They make us feel uncomfortable;
we suspect there is something not quite right with them. MacFarquhar's
book explores extreme altruism in detail.

5 So, why do many people feel so uncomfortable about extreme altruism?

Shouldn't we be glad about someone helping others? Part of the reason
we have these attitudes is that we like our comforts and don't want to
feel bad about enjoying them. We also may feel overwhelmed by the
huge number of people in the world who need help. But MacFarquhar
explains another reason: Most of us really aren't sure if these people are
doing the right thing. We believe that it's important to put family or
community before strangers, and extreme altruists don't do that. For
example, the woman who donated her kidney put her own health at risk,
which could affect those who love her.

MacFarquhar shows that extreme altruists don't understand why the
person drowning in front of us is considered more important than the
one drowning on the other side of the world. They believe that the best
way to live life is to help as many people as possible.

What makes this book so interesting is that it's not just a group of stories
about extreme altruists. MacFarquhar spends much of it discussing the
deeper issues around how these people live and think and what that
means for the rest of us. Itis a fascinating, complex, and intelligent look
at humanity—definitely worth your time.



Have Ss identify the correct answer. Go over the answer as a class.

kg

E Circle the correct answers, according to the article.

1. By extreme altruist, the writer means a person who ___.
a. jumps into a river to save a drowning stranger

b. makes long-term difficult sacrifices for others
c. volunteers at food banks and makes monthly donations
2. Some people believe that extreme altruists ___ .
a. may actually be hurting people instead of helping them
b. are not sacrificing as much as they say they are
c. are helping strangers instead of friends and family
3. Extreme altruists believe that ___.
a. it's more important to help a lot of people than to just help the people you know
b. we should help our own communities before we help others

~ it'e never worth it +a ik familiee and friende at riek



CLOSE READING Reread lines 29-33. Then circle the correct answers.
1. What does the first sentence mean?
a. The book does not have many stories about extreme altruists, but it is still interesting.
b. The stories about extreme altruists in the book are not very interesting.
c. The book is interesting because it includes more than stories about extreme altruists.
2. What does what that means for the rest of us mean?
a. what extreme altruists can learn from MacFarquhar’s discussion
b. what other people can learn from the behavior of extreme altruists
c. what the stories tell the reader about extreme altruists

What makes this book so interesting is that it's not just a group of stories
about extreme altruists. MacFarquhar spends much of it discussing the
deeper issues around how these people live and think and what that
means for the rest of us. It is a fascinating, complex, and intelligent look
at humanity—definitely worth your time.
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Explain the reading skill and have your Ss do the task.

(3 Read the Reading Skill. Go back to the book Identify paraphrasing

review in 2B. Underline two examples of words Writers often explain other people’s
that introduce Larissa MacFarquhar’s ideas (not ideas without quoting them directly.
Ken Barton’s ideas). They put the ideas in their own words

and use verbs like explain, show, discuss,
question, and argue to introduce them.
These words help the reader understand
which ideas come from another source.

Book Review: A man gives so much of his salary to the poor that he has to look through
garbage bins to feed himself. A middle-class couple with two children

Strangers adopts 20 more, many of them with special needs. A woman donates her
= kidney to a total stranger. These people are extreme altruists. They don't

just make a small monthly donation or volunteer every other week. They
make serious, often life-long, sacrifices to help others, and they are the
* %k K subject of Larissa MacFarquhar’s book Strangers Drowning.
The title of this book may make you think of a hero who jumps into a river
Reviewer: Ken Barton to rescue a drowning stranger, but extreme altruism is not the same as a
one-time action. Most of us can understand why people do something
heroic in an emergency. It's much harder to understand people who
choose to make constant sacrifices. They make us feel uncomfortable;
we suspect there is something not quite right with them. MacFarquhar’s
book explores extreme altruism in detail.

o
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So, why do many people feel so uncomfortable about extreme altruism?
Shouldn’t we be glad about someone helping others? Part of the reason
we have these attitudes is that we like our comforts and don't want to
feel bad about enjoying them. We also may feel overwhelmed by the
huge number of people in the world who need help. But MacFarquhar
20 explains another reason: Most of us really aren't sure if these people are
doing the right thing. We believe that it's important to put family or
community before strangers, and extreme altruists don't do that. For
example, the woman who donated her kidney put her own health at risk,
which could affect those who love her.

&

25 MacFarquhar shows that extreme altruists don't understand why the
person drowning in front of us is considered more important than the
one drowning on the other side of the world. They believe that the best
way to live life is to help as many people as possible.

What makes this book so interesting is that it's not just a group of stories
about extreme altruists. MacFarquhar spends much of it discussing the
deeper issues around how these people live and think and what that
means for the rest of us. It is a fascinating, complex, and intelligent look
at humanity—definitely worth your time.
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WHAT WAS THE ARTICLE ABOUT?
RETELL THE MOST IMPORTANT IDEAS. USE YOUR OWN WORDS.

Book Review:

A man gives so much of his salary to the poor that he has to look through
garbage bins to feed himself. A middle-class couple with two children

Strangers adopts 20 more, many of them with special needs. A woman donates her

= kidney to a total stranger. These people are extreme altruists. They don't
Dro Wn'n 5 just make a small monthly donation or volunteer every other week. They
g make serious, often life-long, sacrifices to help others, and they are the
* %k K K subject of Larissa MacFarquhar’s book Strangers Drowning.

The title of this book may make you think of a hero who jumps into a river
Reviewer: Ken Barton to rescue a drowning stranger, but extreme altruism is not the same as a

one-time action. Most of us can understand why people do something

heroic in an emergency. It's much harder to understand people who

choose to make constant sacrifices. They make us feel uncomfortable;

we suspect there is something not quite right with them. MacFarquhar's

book explores extreme altruism in detail.

5 So, why do many people feel so uncomfortable about extreme altruism?
Shouldn't we be glad about someone helping others? Part of the reason
we have these attitudes is that we like our comforts and don’t want to
feel bad about enjoying them. We also may feel overwhelmed by the
huge number of people in the world who need help. But MacFarquhar
explains another reason: Most of us really aren't sure if these people are
doing the right thing. We believe that it's important to put family or
community before strangers, and extreme altruists don’t do that. For
example, the woman who donated her kidney put her own health at risk,
which could affect those who love her.

5 MacFarquhar shows that extreme altruists dont understand why the
person drowning in front of us is considered more important than the
one drowning on the other side of the world. They believe that the best
way to live life is to help as many people as possible.

What makes this book so interesting is that it's not just a group of stories
about extreme altruists. MacFarquhar spends much of it discussing the
deeper issues around how these people live and think and what that
means for the rest of us. It is a fascinating, complex, and intelligent look
at humanity—definitely worth your time.




Book Review:

Strangers

Drowning
% % % K K

Reviewer: Ken Barton
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A man gives so much of his salary to the poor that he has to look through
garbage bins to feed himself. A middle-class couple with two children
adopts 20 more, many of them with special needs. A woman donates her
kidney to a total stranger. These people are extreme altruists. They don't

5 just make a small monthly donation or volunteer every other week. They

make serious, often life-long, sacrifices to help others, and they are the
subject of Larissa MacFarquhar’s book Strangers Drowning.

The title of this book may make you think of a hero who jumps into a river
to rescue a drowning stranger, but extreme altruism is not the same as a
one-time action. Most of us can understand why people do something
heroic in an emergency. It's much harder to understand people who
choose to make constant sacrifices. They make us feel uncomfortable;

we suspect there is something not quite right with them. MacFarquhar's
book explores extreme altruism in detail.

5 So, why do many people feel so uncomfortable about extreme altruism?
Shouldn't we be glad about someone helping others? Part of the reason
we have these attitudes is that we like our comforts and don't want to
feel bad about enjoying them. We also may feel overwhelmed by the
huge number of people in the world who need help. But MacFarquhar

explains another reason: Most of us really aren't sure if these people are
doing the right thing. We believe that it's important to put family or
community before strangers, and extreme altruists don't do that. For
example, the woman who donated her kidney put her own health at risk,
which could affect those who love her.

s MacFarquhar shows that extreme altruists don't understand why the

person drowning in front of us is considered more important than the
one drowning on the other side of the world. They believe that the best
way to live life is to help as many people as possible.

What makes this book so interesting is that it's not just a group of stories
about extreme altruists. MacFarquhar spends much of it discussing the
deeper issues around how these people live and think and what that
means for the rest of us. It is a fascinating, complex, and intelligent look
at humanity—definitely worth your time.
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Book Review:

Strangers

Drowning
1 8. 6. 6.6 ¢

Reviewer: Ken Barton
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A man gives so much of his salary to the poor that he has to look through
garbage bins to feed himself. A middle-class couple with two children
adopts 20 more, many of them with special needs. A woman donates her
kidney to a total stranger. These people are extreme altruists. They don't

5 just make a small monthly donation or volunteer every other week. They

make serious, often life-long, sacrifices to help others, and they are the
subject of Larissa MacFarquhar’s book Strangers Drowning.

The title of this book may make you think of a hero who jumps into a river
to rescue a drowning stranger, but extreme altruism is not the same as a
one-time action. Most of us can understand why people do something
heroic in an emergency. It's much harder to understand people who
choose to make constant sacrifices. They make us feel uncomfortable;

we suspect there is something not quite right with them. MacFarquhar's
book explores extreme altruism in detail.

5 So, why do many people feel so uncomfortable about extreme altruism?

Shouldn't we be glad about someone helping others? Part of the reason
we have these attitudes is that we like our comforts and don't want to
feel bad about enjoying them. We also may feel overwhelmed by the
huge number of people in the world who need help. But MacFarquhar
explains another reason: Most of us really aren't sure if these people are
doing the right thing. We believe that it's important to put family or
community before strangers, and extreme altruists don't do that. For
example, the woman who donated her kidney put her own health at risk,
which could affect those who love her.

MacFarquhar shows that extreme altruists don't understand why the
person drowning in front of us is considered more important than the
one drowning on the other side of the world. They believe that the best
way to live life is to help as many people as possible.

What makes this book so interesting is that it's not just a group of stories
about extreme altruists. MacFarquhar spends much of it discussing the
deeper issues around how these people live and think and what that
means for the rest of us. It is a fascinating, complex, and intelligent look
at humanity—definitely worth your time.




Give a couple of minutes to your Ss to think about the topic they intend to share. Provide adequate samples.

fe
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Think of someone you know (or know of) who helps a lot of people. Take notes in the chart.




Have your Ss share what they have prepared in their breakout rooms. Monitor the groups and share your FEEDBACK afterwards.

() PAIRS Compare your ideas in 4A. Do you want to be more like this person? Why or why not?

| would like to be more like my friend because he ...
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